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Bear Pearl, 

dot up too early, zo ca tch up on 'jail and back work. I Has away on on inreu {abating 
trip . zhw fruit of which includes aouosiiin/; like 13 hours on in- jail interviews thuL hunt 
bo converted iron tape to affidavits* Jo fora I could really begin. to type no the notes I 
pads, X __got, anowedunder with. ouch iiatters an getting on paper what was in ny ho ad only, 
trying to report what IM produced to the lawyers, at tending funerals, mid zben a con- 
mission for a. pot-boiler that id.ll. not pay much but carried the promise of an adequate 
return for the tine- if thq pioco is not used* bo, yesterday 1 ohrunou out the 6,000 or ' 
so words, Lil retyped t±wn w wo got then to the post office in tins for the outgoing late 
night; airmail, and too awake to go to sleep, I read yo.ur Ri) piece * somewhat hastily* 

rJhilC I line it, I also feel it needs a bit of work* *inor in all Cases* because you 
hnyc already turned it in, there is no point in taking tine for suggestions now* If you 
ifiafe a later subiaiasioh, 2 have ell the places narked. nil devised, a simple system for 
calling questions- to uy attention as she reads copy prior to typing*. the places a paper 
clip in zhti iiargin, at that, point* Ihis ls what 1 did as I read hAbiuina, I don 1 : know '' 
now ..good;- a- title; it is. .for a. iriag- piece, especially- for the. IdJ, but for a movie, should 

enough, 1 .think ..it itC fine,' as ii probably i 1 % for. a book* I ; tend to- like 
short titles. They arc easy to remember end to tali; about, which is part of .he way. 

.books' attract attention and get sold. ; :> . ’ ,>•’ ' 
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Soy wo can always take these tJiings up. I* II keep tin; pioco in the envelope in which 
you dialled it, - sons colorful stbnprn which ill saves for kids, which will keep the clips 
front getting tiioeng^ged. 



1 developed a feeling as I was renuiiig thi: 'that you were pooping out toward the end. 
fi>u began tht? breezy fenrl that you are, but I think you tended toward being boron with 
the '.piece or yourself or its prospects as you got toward the* end. I think it shows in the 
writing' ll' correcting;* In awkward con s true tdonn and arnbi gui tie 3 , in a law unclear things* 
Please, realise I an writing from recollection after about four hours sleep ozuX a hac;ty 
redding* kills means I coiild have found unclear what la not, for examlo * 
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1- like the. way you started it* Lika u demurs Jack Jpivaek (who was before your tine, 
chick) , lUI old cock oi the days whan one Gould /at anti-fascist "writing published, fhc 
difference is t)mt lie htvl every one bitching as he walked into their of flees. 



1 an talcing the. time to nako these general coj.iiiT.nts now because X wont you to be 
thinkin^r ■ about the future fom of this work as well as its content* X think it rns the 
potential 1 have always found in it* Jo, a few general coirients* iarly in the Joel part 
you siioulu, I tlliidc. Bake a disassociation beirween loarl the writer and Jool the tetUcor 
(really all those you quote except Velasques) , for too much is sfelf-ccm-trabdctoiy ;u:d 
iimereuvly incralible. Readers mid editors xaay get the idea tiiat you subscribe to wiiat’ 
you quote, as you do- not* x t is not entirely clarified when you say tliat you oroko off witii 
Mai because lie wasn 1 1 caning ■ clean* Here I note the feeling tl-i&t you did not none r_u:;ir;un 
use 01 the dran&tie rescue, do^iplayed ;ond fu^aied it too nuch* 
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-./o alj feel the .need to solve* When you get into this, with duba '^oro tlv-n with 
banosa, I disagree with the content (is this the dtrxso part'))* kith Juba it is hmisaise, 
As of Thick tin- it supply wasaH a probability, if a possibility* I kno.: -joiiotliirig about 
tint political situation* The events were years late to fit that kind of situation 
SamoHa, while superficially ^ore credible, and the writing is peu i suasive if; re, if tiie 
content is less so, I fool tills is not an adequate explanation* j-t is fgr tho kh an,; 
readers but it is not for any expanded form of tills ;iaterial* Op ;o sition that ontrouciioc 
dictatorship land my knowledge of it goos back to before World war II and a bit of tisat 
era- for e;uiiiple, captured I tali /in I'brei^i Office files yaa,:oa tiu-'o u 5 'h ny d,.nua, a. .a in' 
ziiat is interesting when you expand. I'll toll you of it) Ikw* nev. r boon oryrdiised cuid 
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linaneed to the degree necessary for what you say, iiore let me note two thin, re 
bubijlo up: it is inconsistent to postulate revenge in the beating of Hidal. 2hey»d have' 

tiw rut, idui you foiled to idMitify ’frujillo, in any way. hot even Ids -full nrne ’ 

1 which I rocal as HafadL ieonid.es ). and when you expand on this. I c an also help. -v*iind . 
rae of ^oiuuiy Abbes and h'endo. ;®£i another bubble, the hyooklyii cemtery is dafoehei rsnd 
h.ui£Q in contradiction to «» early port. Chav of the things that nukes me feci veu 
pooped out toward the .end, VTas it tins ld.de? The family urgencies? Or the story?)*- 1 ’ 

■ . ‘ I V ■ ■_ r I . . • - . \ 

I now sou. more clearly why 1 itnbdiatcly encouraged you to do the book as a uon-fictioft 
novel. Perhaps I never told you. this, but before I started another book, 'while I was/ 
beating up tub roads toutuu from new fork in the vein effort to contract WuIA-.wXSi, 1 
reochod.thv ocnclkaioa that- tins only way we could nafc« any kind of reel, dent with- the JPK \ 
as ..asauiation story wan as. a novel. I planned an introductory note eicpiuiuing that while 
th.1 form i.. that of a aorrel, everything in in cones from the official* evidence, iliia s&s. 
before Capote. .nhd it corns froo ay feeling that there ore some situations tlst man 
can t solve. 1 profe ssiona l assassination is one of these (i could solve ‘-fug's, but . - 
won’t - too dangerous). lours id trio kind of material,, for any longer treatm- nt. ?or 
a aingpisco, no. Striglit non-fiction. • ' ; l-'yi 1. d . - 
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nilliOX 1 ' ' XilXil|£3 • 1. TOCi \l 1 "tliiJL'fc listed. 1. i V r cl 'tllij 2Tt) X tj 1 T GIICG 'tiO CltPilOj? 

as a. research author*, uhat tlu; toll ia ttot? had any suggestion that that X&zy $ incompetent 




C 3 ro^T to iliuputii tlii a' 3 fif-clh^crip’tioja # or- U r-^riect and' otldcal chaises' in ' liin* 

>viio^i;-r i.i. raorcnci> tu= *ioaan, -And each ' cocc in jo\x to the ■ 

of a mgizjzi you are a^kviard*. But. thet>e arj minor cuid ^oin^ into thorn now vould mko 
rcutiiidnacy • t.cjn; 5^0 u \ r\ 7 , x b-j ^oin-g over tiixn for tho iiu or- -onothor jnag .b<^or*3- you 
expand^ and any-_. -of. tlw' later tjU^a will better, - : >;>_ 
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iiow, m 'sox :. djsoat and on doni in particular 1 I. am not nil sha is* hcr 

fi'oxi t'^Ga, w-heh It becaao clear that m * d kivc td liquidate the' and' that- I sliould 
r-tum to writing, She is it. friend of a fricna of rone. He knows agents with bi^gor 
r:p^, } i;; . sent jese to' liar because in. oomo v?ayc' have had a better opinion of hcr» 

on integrity. 3 he io not a -a j or can t tap sope of the top 'markets nr. 

really as' others, hut that ifi no visoualxiication* ■ As ■ &k the. tine I .knew her, X felt 

she eoulx not. i was than interested iu a book tliat every 1 1 vc spoi:ett to payh- would 

&&&& a :.aovie*. 3 ho began ivitix- Grov/n, whoro there van interest, a Mndahake deal of sorts* ' ■ 

iu. larger agent would iiave started higher, ibis or Eiayhuot liave been- te=ttoi> for pub- 
liahing a very crooked buoiness. 
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As u person a like ioai. very au eh . hut list an tell you thin espoxiuiieu: whsn. 1 firo' 
wrote -hor about the Warren Caxdaion '.oaturiol M .^ Kennedy aaoasaination, her reaction, 
was little abort of hysterical. Her rwflectioa of the publishing attitude oa the subject 
was . precisely accurate, hut she was not only not williiig to fight it, bu; «ks returned 
every tidily I imd sent her. I toll you this in case you find yourself in a real fight with 
t-x J.A or something liks it. Yet 1 suggest that few, if any agonts, would react diffei-aatly 
Thio is one roaoon f have been willing. to uso tho -few contacts I have for a less orthodox 
approach. Jut there is no doubt in tsy mind tliat I can 5 t be v gln to do wliat ioai can, not evon 
approxinat-j it. And people arc hungup on ac- because of the- ascociatious of ry work, -which 
±3 couicrcially unpopular, iaaa liability, fiiero aro a couple of ciovio people I con talk 
to. in foot, I did sptsak to one about three weeks ago, with this trie a. number of o;her ' 
tliinge la icind. Ks is -supposed to find some free titie some weekend- and come hore. -ayba ho 
will, but don : liold your breath until he does. All tiv; other things I can do, the few that' 
they arc, aust bo dono in w ew York, and while 1 iiavt: urgent need to go there in ny own 
interest. I'm too broke to think of it. i!o, there iu no choice, take 2oai. b r any other 
raasouanly honest agent, a.maaber also tliat in tlda basically crooke". busines v, paacing a 
work io only a beginaihe;. You the have to collect, hare an agi-nt can be iiidlcpxtnoible, I 
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wish we had a fraction of what ve 1 ve boon heat on out of* With Dell alone, and not counting 
their illegal backing out on a £3o»GGO deal, ox which X got only B3,UG0, it must bo 
between ^30 and 30,QQ0 C It has bean in the bunds of a lawyer for years* u o lias done 
nothing* Why do you thiiak I was interested in (silent) be vine? i*m here I had an agent, 
a good one, yet ho lias not as of tliis day given me a copy of bell's first semi-annual 
royalty statement on my second book. Infact, I think I have gotten but a single one of 
the perhaps 10 they should have provided. All he did was pick up uy chips* bo, even 
with a good agent, anticipate problems* There is a limit to how much they'll fight any 
publisher to wliom they expect to return* Their income comes from repeats, not the comuibsion 
on any one book or from any one author* 



with such publications as Traze I would imagine '^onl*a connections are good and. long- 
standing* If you got an advance from HD and they reject, then selling to True might be a 
profitable deal* however, if you have not yat made a deal with Toni, why not keep your 
options open and first see what happens at the Digest, meanwhile pondering the future. 

• i . ■ v - - , * 

If my friend Dave, with tho movie com lections, does come up (and he is much too busy 
to try to talk to him in Washington , whore ho has had to open a second office merely to 
find time to hide from his known one), 1*11 give him this piece to read* Meanwhile, whether 
for me, Toni or others, X think you should have a few precis on paper. And for thee X hope 
you can become the breezy Pearl X found after you had unwound a bit* Swing yoursfeif into 
the proper, light-hearted mood where your are so delightfully articulate and entertaijiing 
and let it go! Tills is one of the reasons I was hoping we could tape precis when I 
thought there might be a bit more enterprise in British circles p which turn out to be no 
less stuff than ours* Gordon would know and would be honest. is. great# And lie works i 
But you soar with a responsive audience, and that is what I'd hoped to capture on tape* 

' ■ ■ -"i - _ _ *. 

It would surprise ne if the lib is on the verge of collapse, but with LOUk going and 
IdLij’E in trouble, perhaps it is coming to thorn, too. I haven't kept up with magazine 
economics, which didn t laake sense to mo witm the Post went 'under* I'm. no mgpiix (phon)* 

: '... J ■ ■ ' ■ “■ • . "■ , . 

Do not take this as discouragement* I am saying no more tlisn that 1 feel you didn't 
do with tliia: wliat you could, not that it is not good* I do not think I exaggerate your 
capabilities, anu I do think tills doc an* t reflect tliem. . 

Sony for the typoss I inflict, but no time to read* ^oud luck! 



Best regards. 



Jerry-this carbon is for your information, in case Pearl sent you a carbon of her piece* 

My feeling is that she was too overwhelmed by personal problems at the time she did it, 
or by the unfulfilled desire to come up with a solution, which depressed her spirit, 

When she lets go, she is a remarkable blithe spirit* his piece is not that. It may be 
a combination of these or other problems of which I have no knowledge* She has serious 
ones just being a mother* But this is not the gal who travels on a Mexican bus with her 
daughter singing from Fiddler On The Hoof. Too bad* She really is great when she unwinds* 
Maybe I expected too much. I also feel that she may have been too influenced by undependable 
people, perhaps confused. I do not share her estimate of Stxiso, for example. 



